
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

HEALTH SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S 
REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 21st OCTOBER 2015

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.

Since my last report to Council in July the Committee has met on three occasions on: 23rd 
July, 3rd September and 13th October 2015.

23rd July 2015

Trust Presentations
We welcomed representatives of Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust and of the Pennine 
Acute NHS Hospitals Trust to the meeting who provided detailed presentations on the 
services that they provide for residents of the Borough. It was particularly welcome to 
receive representatives from the Foundation Trust who were attending a meeting of the 
Committee for the first time. Both of the presentations were warmly received by Members 
of the Committee and it is encouraging to feel that we will be able to work closely with both 
Trusts in the months and years ahead, in which the Committee will be able to act as a 
“critical friend” of both organisations. The acute trust also provided us with a 
report/presentation that provided details of the range and depth of services that are 
currently provided for patients and carers at Rochdale Infirmary.

National Dental Epidemiology Oral Health Survey
The Committee received a report from the Director of Public Health which updated us on 
the results of the National Dental Epidemiology Oral Health Survey of three year old 
children that had been carried out in 2013. The former Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee had requested an update on progress on this matter in approximately six 
months. The survey provided information on the prevalence and severity of decay of three 
year old children attending both private and state funded classes attached to schools and 
playgroups. The presentation was well received by members who were keen to see issues 
relating to tooth decay in the Borough addressed. Therefore the Committee has 
undertaken to establish a study group to examine oral health issues, which will be led by 
my Vice Chair, Councillor Sullivan.

Delivery of Secondary Care Community Mental Health Services in the Rochdale Borough 
The Committee received a report referred from the Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee for Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust which outlined models for the delivery 
of Tier Four Community Mental Health Services in the Rochdale Borough. The services 
were currently delivered under a partnership agreement with Rochdale Council including 
the operational management of employed staff in line with the principles of the Care 
Programme Approach. We agreed to receive further reports on this matter at future 
meetings of the Committee.

Health and Wellbeing Strategies/Priorities
The Committee received a report which had asked the Health and Wellbeing Board to 
consider and confirm the strategic priorities that are to be included in the refreshed Health 
and Wellbeing Strategy beyond 2015. 

Social Care Complaints
The Committee received a report that provided us with a summary of Adult and Children’s 
Social Care complaints received during the fourth quarter 2014/2015. Further to this we 



requested that at a future meeting we receive an additional report that examines issues 
around quality assurance, looking also at the Council’s approach to it and the development 
of appropriate data, including data such as Care Quality Commission ratings, red rated 
indicators and any issues with providers.

Directorate Plans
The Committee scrutinised a report which provided us with the Year-end Outturn 
Performance for 2014/2015 in relation to the Adult Social Care Directorate Plan 2014/2015, 
the Children’s Services Directorate Plan 2014/2015 and the Public Health Directorate Plan 
2014/2015, and also presenting the respective Directorate Plans for these Directorates for 
2015/2016.

Outside Body Minutes
We noted minutes of recent meetings of the Joint Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 
Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust, the Joint Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 
Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust and of the Greater Manchester Joint Health Scrutiny 
Committee.

3rd September 2015

Unfortunately I was absent from this meeting and the Vice-Chair, Councillor Sullivan 
chaired this meeting.

HealthWatch
The Committee noted the HealthWatch Annual report for 2014/15.

Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust
The Committee received an update from the Pennine Acute Hospitals Trust which 
appraised Members of the performance and activities of the Trust during the summer 
months.

Directorate Plans 2015/16 – Quarter One 
The Committee scrutinised a report that presented details of progress in the first quarter 
2015/2016 (April – June) towards targets contained in the Adult Care, Children’s Services 
and the Public Health Directorate Plans 2015/2016.

Children's Social Care Annual Complaints Report 2014/15 
The Committee received a report that provided us with details of the Annual Report for 
Children’s Social Care complaints received in 2014/15 as well as a report on Social Care 
Complaints for the First Quarter of 2015/16.

13th October 2015

This meeting will be held after the agenda for this Council meeting has been published. At 
the meeting we are due to receive a presentation on services provided for residents of the 
Borough by NHS Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale CCG; the annual reports of the 
Children’s and Adults Safeguarding Boards, the Corporate Parenting Strategy and details 
of the Integrated Commissioning Board. I will, if necessary, provide Members with further 
details at the Council meeting.  

Councillor Sara Rowbotham - Chair, Health, Schools and Care Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.




